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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES in a Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, October 4, 
2022, at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, New Mexico in 
full conformity with the rules and regulations. Mayor Jackson called the meeting to order and asked City Clerk 
Martinez-Terry to call roll. The Councilors present and constituting a quorum were: 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson 
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent) 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan (absent)  Michael James “Jim” Lucero  
    Veronica A. Cordova   Dianne Y. Parker  

Chadrick H. Heflin (absent)  Oscar H. Robinson         
    Jake J. Lopez    
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Sarah Austin, City Manager  Steve Doerr, City Attorney 
    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Chris Williams, Police Chief 
    Carla Weems, Deputy City Clerk  T.J. Cathey, Fire Chief/EMS  
    Chris Mitchell, I. T. Director  Kelly McClellan, Comm Svc Dir 
    Steven Chavez, Public Inf Dir 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Andrew Chavez    Adolpho Cordova 

Angie Smith    Mandi Park   
 John Conrad Laun   Emily Laun 

William Naylor    Mary Hoosier 
Rusty Davis    Phyllis Davis 
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Mayor Jackson asked Councilor Parker to give the invocation and Mayor Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 
 
(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular Meeting held September 20, 2022. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked for action on the minutes of September 20, 2022. He asked for corrections or approval of 
the minutes. Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to 
approve the minutes of September 20, 2022, as presented.  Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  
All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(B) PROCLAMATION(S):  

1. Declaring October 9 – 15, 2022 as National Fire Prevention Week in Portales, New Mexico. 
 
Mayor read the proclamation declaring October 9th through 15th, 2022 as National Fire Prevention Week aloud  
to the audience and Council.  The theme for the celebration is “Fire won’t wait.  Plan your Escape.”  The 
proclamation states that today’s homes burn faster than ever and that you may have as little as two minutes or 
even less to safely escape a home fire.  Fire Chief Cathey told the Council that this is the 100th anniversary of 
the event. 
 
 
(C) CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION - FLOYD FIRE DEPARTMENT, VILLAGE OF FLOYD, NEW 
MEXICO. 

Mayor Jackson asked Fire Chief Cathey to accept the Certificate of Appreciation issued to the Village of Floyd 
Fire Department in the absence of Fire Chief Darwin Chenault.  Chief Cathey stated that Certificate is in 
appreciation of their assistance of use of their ambulance by the Portales Fire Department.  Floyd Fire Chief 
Darwin Chenault was not available for this meeting. 
 
 
(D) ITEM(S) FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 

1. Requesting Approval of Zone Change from C-2 to M-1 at 1809 S. Avenue D for Production 
of Cannabis submitted by Mohammed Mohammed – Recommendation for Approval 
Documented by Planning Commission Resolution. 

Mayor Jackson asked Kelly McClellan, Community Services Director (Planning) to present the Zone Change from 
C-2 (General Commercial Zone) to M-1 (Light Manufacturing Zone) request for 1809 S. Avenue D for production 
of Cannabis submitted by Mohammed Mohammed.  Ms. McClellan presented the zone change request and 
stated that the Planning Commission heard the request on September 26, 2022.  She stated that the applicant 
is renting multiple spaces in a larger building. The Planning Commission recommended that Council approve the 
request. Ms. McClellan reported that the building is built over two different properties and that the zone change 
application for both 1809 and 1817 S. Avenue D will have to be approved separately.  She told the Council that 
the property is located in the strip mall across the road from Farmer’s Country Market.  She added that the 
request for a zone change for 1817 S. Avenue D would be considered in the next item from the Planning 
Commission. She told the Council that the property is located in the strip mall across the road from Farmer’s 
Country Market.  She told the Council that the addresses were confirmed with the information at the Roosevelt 
County Tax Assessor’s records.  She added that the request for a zone change for 1817 S. Avenue D would be 
considered in the next item from the Planning Commission.  She asked for questions from the Council.  
Councilor Heflin commented that the Planning Commission did not have a problem with the request for this 
request and the next.  She commented that the vote by the Planning Commission was 3 for and 1 against.  She 
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asked for approval of the recommendation.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor 
Heflin made the motion to accept the recommendation by the P lanning Commission for approval 
of the Zone Change to M-1 Zone for the address 1809 S. Avenue D.  Councilor Parker seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 

 
2. Requesting Approval of Zone Change from C-2 to M-1 at 1817 S. Avenue D for Production 

of Cannabis Submitted by Mohammed Mohammed – Recommendation for Approval 
Documented by Planning Commission Resolution. 

Mayor Jackson asked Kelly McClellan, Community Services Director (Planning) to present the Zone Change from 
C-2 (General Commercial Zone) to M-1 (Light Manufacturing Zone) request for 1817 S. Avenue D for production 
of Cannabis submitted by Mohammed Mohammed.  Ms. McClellan told the Council that this request was heard 
on September 26, 2022.  She stated that the applicant is renting multiple spaces in a larger building. The 
Planning Commission recommended that Council approve the request. Ms. McClellan reported that the building 
is built over two different properties.  She asked for questions from the Council. Councilor Heflin commented 
that the Planning Commission did not have a problem with the request.  She commented that the vote by the 
Planning Commission was 3 for and 1 against.  She asked for approval of the recommendation.  Mayor Jackson 
asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Parker made the motion to accept the recommendation 
by the P lanning Commission for approval of the Zone Change to M-1 Zone for the address 1817 S. 
Avenue D.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor 
of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(E) RESOLUTION #22-23-17, A RESOLUTION DETERMINING A SPECIFIC RESIDENTIAL 
STRUCTURE AS RUINED, DAMAGED, AND/OR DILAPIDATED OR OTHERWISE COVERED WITH 
RUINS, RUBBISH, WRECKAGE OR DEBRIS, MAKING IT DANGEROUS AND A MENACE TO PUBLIC 
COMFORT, HEALTH, AND SAFETY AND REQUIRING ITS REMOVAL OR REMEDIATION (1129 W. 14TH 
STREET)  
 
Mayor asked Ms. McClellan to present Resolution #22-23-17, A Resolution determining a specific residential 
structure as ruined, damaged, and/or dilapidated of otherwise covered with ruins, rubbish, wreckage, or debris, 
making a dangerous and a menace to public comfort, health and safety and requiring its removal or remediation 
relating to 1129 W. 14th Street.  Ms. McClellan commented that the residence is the two-story house across 
from ENMU’s Library and that the owners were amenable to either demolish it or make improvements to it.  
Councilor Lucero asked if the owners had decided to repair it.  She responded that they had not made a 
definitive statement.  She told the Council that this resolution starts the clock for remediation of the condition of 
the property. Mayor asked for more questions.  Mayor Jackson then asked the pleasure of the Council.  
Councilor Lucero made the motion to adopt Resolution #22-23-17 for remediation of the property 
at 1129 W. 14th Street.  Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council 
members present resulted in unanimous support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(F) RESOLUTION #22-23-18, A RESOLUTION DETERMINING A SPECIFIC RESIDENTIAL 
STRUCTURE AS RUINED, DAMAGED, AND/OR DILAPIDATED OR OTHERWISE COVERED WITH 
RUINS, RUBBISH, WRECKAGE OR DEBRIS, MAKING IT DANGEROUS AND A MENACE TO PUBLIC 
COMFORT, HEALTH, AND SAFETY AND REQUIRING ITS REMOVAL OR REMEDIATION (422 N. 
MAIN) 

Mayor asked Ms. McClellan to present Resolution #22-23-18, A Resolution determining a specific residential 
structure as ruined, damaged, and/or dilapidated of otherwise covered with ruins, rubbish, wreckage, or debris, 
making a dangerous and a menace to public comfort, health and safety and requiring its removal or remediation 
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relating to 422 S. Main Street (correctly mentioned on the resolution but in error on the agenda).  Councilor 
Robinson asked if it was the old cleaners building.  Mayor Jackson responded that it is the building next to it.  
Ms. McClellan told the Council that the owner of the property is making strides to remediating the problem with 
a contractor working to get the building boarded up to keep squatters out and to fix the roof so that the walls 
do not fall in. She commented that this resolution starts the clock on remediation of the problem.  Councilor 
Parker asked if the owner would only be fixing the roof on the building.  Ms. McClellan responded that the 
owner has stated that an engineer would be planning for a new roof and that the building would be boarded up 
to keep people out of it. Councilor Lucero asked if it mattered that the resolution states that it is residential but 
that it looks like a commercial building. City Attorney asked Ms. McClellan if it is residential.  Ms. McClellan 
responded that it is in a commercial zone.  The Mayor asked that the word “commercial” be added in the body 
of the resolution.  Mayor Jackson then asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the 
motion to adopt Resolut ion #22-23-18 w ith the words “residential or commercial” added to the 
wording in it for remediation of the property at 422 S. Main .  Councilor Parker seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members present resulted in unanimous support of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(G) RESOLUTION #22-23-19, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE ON GRANT AGREEMENT 
PRZ-23-01 FOR AIRFIELD MAINTENANCE AND CONSUMABLES AT PORTALES MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Mayor Jackson asked Ms. McClellan to present Resolution #22-23-19, a resolution authorizing the signature on 
Grant Agreement PRZ-23-01 for airfield maintenance and consumables at the Portales Municipal Airport.  Ms. 
McClellan commented that this is an annual grant that the airport receives every two years.  Councilor Lucero 
asked what are considered consumables.  Ms. McClellan responded that these are expendable materials but that 
she would talk to the NMDOT to be sure that she had the request for reimbursement sent in correctly. There 
was some discussion of the term and whether the wording was from the state. Ms. McClellan stated that it is 
the wording directly from the State.  She told the Council that staff seeks approval for the Mayor to sign the 
agreement.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Robinson made the motion to 
adopt Resolution #22-23-19, authorizing the signature on Grant Agreement PRZ-23-01 for airfield 
maintenance and consumables at the Portales Municipal Airport. Councilor Lopez seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members resulted in unanimous support of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked about the next two items and if they should be reversed.  The response was that the 
reason is that there is a need to move the ambulance up in the record before approving the list. Councilor 
Lucero asked the Fire Chief if he was having a problem with ambulances.  Chief Cathey responded that the 
newest ambulance is 7 years old and that they are having issues with the turbo chargers.  He stated that the 
price of an ambulance is $300,000.00 but that it looks like we will have to wait two years for a new ambulance.  
Staff wants to start the process now. 
 
 
(H) RESOLUTION #22-23-20, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2024-2028 INFRASTRUCTURE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (ICIP) (REVISED) AND SUPERSEDING RESOLUTION #22-23-08 

Mayor asked City Manager Austin to discuss Resolution #22-23-20, adopting the 2024-2028 Infrastructure 
Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP) (revised) and superseding Resolution #22-23-08.  Councilor Cordova asked for 
the ambulance to be moved up to 2023.  Council discussed the timing of the ICIP. Mayor Jackson asked the 
pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Lucero made the motion to adopt Resolution #22-23-20, adopting 
the 2024-2028 Infrastructure Capital Improvement P lan (ICIP) as revised and superseding 
Resolution #22-28-08.  Councilor Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council 
members present resulted in unanimous support of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
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(I) DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF 2023 CAPITAL OUTLAY REQUEST LIST 

Mayor Jackson asked City Manager Austin to present this replaces item 14 which was the Memorial Building roof 
with the ambulance.  Councilor Lucero wants to see the ambulance above the cemetery since it has been done.  
Mrs. Austin commented that the cemetery still will need infrastructure.  Councilor Robinson asked why we still 
have Kilgore Street on the listing since it has been completed.  Mayor Jackson replied that the project Councilor 
Robinson refers to is for the other end of Kilgore.  Councilor Robinson commented that there are still a lot of 
other streets in Portales that need to be replaced.  Councilor Cordova asked about switching the pool 
improvements.  Mayor Jackson asked for further questions.  Councilor Lucero stated that he would like to see 
the ambulance above the top 10 on the list.    Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor 
Cordova made the motion to approve the 2023 Capital Outlay list w ith the ambulance as number 
8, the cemetery expansion as number 11 and the pool improvements as number 14.  Councilor 
Lucero seconded the motion.  Five of the six  Council members present voted to support the 
motion.  Councilor Robinson voted Nay.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 
 
(J) RESOLUTION #22-23-21, PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ROAD FUND PROGRAM 
ADMINISTERED BY NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR CONTROL NO. 
L200494 AND SUPERSEDING RESOLUTION #21-22-17 

Mayor Jackson asked that City Manager Austin present Resolution #22-23-21, for participation in the Local 
Government Road Fund program administered by the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) for 
Control No. L200494 superseding Resolution #21-22-17.  Mrs. Austin told the Council that the City had entered 
into a cooperative agreement for Control No. L200494 with the NMDOT to plan, design, construction, 
improvements, drainage improvements, construction management, reconstruction, and miscellaneous items on 
S. Avenue K from US 70 to 17th Street.  She stated that the total estimated project phase total is $100,000.00 
with the State share as $75,000.00 and the City share as $25,000.00. She commented that additional time is 
needed and that written amendments are required for a time extension due to adhering to public health 
delaying the negotiations and for anticipated weather limitations.  Councilor Lopez asked if the City had the 
money right now.  Mrs. Austin responded that the project requires planning, and that the agreement is not just 
for design but also for construction.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Robinson 
made the motion to adopt Resolution #22-23-21 authorizing participating in the LGRF program 
for Control No. L2004914 superseding Resolution #21-22-17 as presented.  Councilor Parker 
seconded the motion.  Five of the six  Council members present voted to support the motion.  
Councilor Robinson voted Nay.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
  
 
(K) PUBLIC INPUT FOR WHICH NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN. 

1. Public comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker; limited to one 
presentation per meeting, and no more than six (6) speakers on each subject. 

2. Councilors will not respond to comments or answer questions to avoid any violation 
of the Open Meetings Act. 

3. Questions or requests for information should be directed to the City Manager in 
writing during regular business hours. 

 
Mayor Jackson asked for items from the public.  Mayor Jackson recognized the following persons who spoke on 
various topics. 
 
Comments from the public, staff, and Council 
 
William Naylor told the Council that he had heard that paperwork was being pushed through to impound some 
of the vehicles parked by his home at 921 S. Avenue A.  He told the Council that he was having a lot of medical 
issues, but that he had removed about $35,000.00 worth of vehicles from his property and that he had 
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scrapped many of his antique cars.  He stated that he has not been able to address the weeds and commented 
that weeds grow better through gravel than through dirt. He complained about the Melvin Hightower property 
that he feels is not in compliance with the Council’s directives.  He stated that he did not understand why he is 
being attacked.  Mayor Jackson stated that the City needs Naylor’s help to get the property cleaned up.   
 
Mary Hoosier asked the Council to consider allowing the elderly to use the City pool.  She commented that it is 
difficult to enter the pool since there are only ladders to enter.  Mayor Jackson said that this is something that 
has been looked at for ease of entry and could be part of the improvement plan. 
 
Councilor Cordova commended City Manager Austin for being nominated and accepted as Honorary Wing 
Commander for the 6th Division, extending the olive branch to Cannon Air Force Base and keeping our 
relationship alive. 
 
Chief Williams reported that for federal traffic enforcement the department received a device to help collect 
statistics for several areas.  He asked for recommendations for which areas the Council wants to be surveyed. 
 
Councilor Robinson reported a bad pothole off N. Main Street turning northeast by the Dream Center.  He 
stated that he had broken the axle on his vehicle attempting to drive down the street the other night.  He 
stated that he had $400.00 worth of damage to his vehicle and asked that the City crews fill in the pothole. 
 
Councilor Cordova reported a recliner on Avenue M Street in the road by the Valle del Sol apartments and asked 
that the department pick it up and remove it from the road. 
 
 
(L) EXECUTIVE SESSION/CLOSED MEETING:   

1. Action to Convene in a Closed Meeting to Discuss Matters as Provided for under New 
Mexico Statutes Pertaining to Open Meetings for Attorney-Client Privilege Pertaining to 
Threatened or Pending Litigation 

 
Mayor Jackson asked for action to convene in a closed meeting to discuss matters as provided for under New 
Mexico statutes pertaining to Open Meetings for Attorney-Client Privilege Pertaining to Threatened or Pending 
Litigation.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Cordova made the motion to 
enter into a closed meeting. Councilor Parker seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council 
members present unanimously in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 

2. Action to Convene in Open Session. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked for action to convene in open session.  Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council.  
Councilor Robinson made the motion to enter into open session. Councilor Heflin seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried. 
 

3. Action as a result of the Closed Session. 
 
Mayor Jackson stated that there was no action taken as a result of the Closed Session and that the matters 
discussed in the closed meeting were limited only to those specified in the motion for closure or in the notice of 
the separate closed meeting. 
 
There being no other business nor further business, Mayor Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m.                                                               
 
 
      
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 


